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Basis of this opinion 



With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 

, which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under 

Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

With regaid to any nucleolide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of matorial 

I I a sequence listing 

I I tab)B(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 

■ I I in written format 
I I in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing 

I j contained in the international application as filed. 

I I filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
[ I furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

I I In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or tablc(s) relating thereto has been filed or 

furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the apphcalion as 

filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 

Additional comments: 



Form PCT/ISAA237 (Box No. I) (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



Imcmational applicalion No. 

PCT/DE2005/000084 



Box No. V 



Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Claims 1~33 
Claims 



Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 1~33 
Claims 



Industrial ^jplicability (lA) Claims 

1-33 

Claims 



2. Citations and explanations: 



1 . 

Dl: 



Reference is made to the following documents: 
US 5 664 299 A (PORCHIA ET AL) 9 September 1997 
(1997-09-09) 



D2: WO 03/037717 A (GEA BUCK VALVE GMBH; KOCH, MARTINA- 
HEATH, GARY) 8 May 2003 (2003-05-08) 

2. Document Dl is considered to be the closest prior 
art in respect of claim 1. It discloses a recloseable zip 
seal for reversibly closing a coupling seal, 
from which the subject matter of independent claim 1 
differs in that: 

the upper side of the first sealing strip has at least 
one third sealing element for reversibly docking to a 
complementary sealing element, and the upper side of the 
second sealing strip has at least one fourth sealing 
element for reversibly docking to a complementary sealing 
element . 

Therefore, the subject matter of claim 1 is novel (PCT 
Article 33 (2) ) . 



YES 
NO 

YES 

NO 

YES 

NO 



The problem addressed by the present invention can be 
considered that of the sealing strip of the zip seal 
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Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporlinR such statement 



enabling the zip seal to couple to a second seal 
reversibly and sealed from the surroundings. 

The solution to this problem as proposed in claim 1 of 
the present invention is based on an inventive step (PCT 
Article 33(3)), because there is no indication whatsoever 
in the other available documents of the claimed third and 
fourth sealing element, or of the aforesaid problem being 
addressed. The combination of features in claim 1 is 
therefore neither known nor rendered obvious by the 
available prior art. 

3. Document D2 is considered the closest prior art in 
respect of claim 2. Although D2 discloses a coupling seal 
comprising a recloseable docking seal for reversible 
docking of two coupling seals, the other design features 
of the coupling seal pursuant to claim 2 are not known 
from D2. The subject' matter of claim 1 is therefore novel 
(PCT Article 33 (2) ) . 



The problem addressed by the present invention can be 
considered that of providing a recloseable docking seal 
that can be coupled to a matching seal reversibly and 
sealed from its surroundings, regardless of the size and 
flexibility or rigidity of the materials used. The 
solution to this problem as proposed in claim 2 of the 
present invention (see lines 5-27 of claim 2) is based on 
an inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)), because these 
design features of the claimed coupling seal are not 
rendered obvious by any other documents. It must be noted 
in this regard that, even though the other cited 
document, Dl, contains some of the features of claim 2, 
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claim 2 relates to a recloseable docking seal for 
reversibly docking two coupling seals, whereas Dl does 
not disclose a docking seal suitable for reversibly 
docking two coupling seals. Furthermore, Dl provides no 
suggestion whatsoever of the claimed third and fourth 
sealing elements, or of the technical problem addressed 
by the present invention. 

The combination of features contained in independent 
claim 2 is therefore neither known from nor suggested by 
the available prior art. 

4. Claims 3-33 depend on claim 1 or claim 2 and 
therefore likewise meet the PCX requirements for novelty 



and inventive step. 
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